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Thesis     is    ……. 

The Sisal 

?  
“Research is an honest exhaustive, intelligent searching for facts and their 

meanings or implications with reference to a given problem.” -P.M. Cook 



 



 

 

Formate of Thesis 



 

 Title Page

 Declaration Statement

 Letter of Approval

 Preface

  +

 Acknowledgement

 Contents

 List of Tables

 List of Figures

Pre-action= Introduction + Objectives + Hypothesis etc. 



 

In-action= Methodology + Data Collection + Analysis etc. 



 

 “To define a problem means to put a fence around it, to 

separate it by careful destinations from like questions found in 

related situations of need.” 

             -R. L. Whitney,  
The Element of Research, Prentice Hall Inc. 1956, p. 80.



  Introduction



(Statement of the Problem) 



(Objectives of Study) 



(Question Arising from the Problem) 



(Definition, Description and Regularization of Problem) 



(Hypothesis of  Study) 



(Limitation of Study)



(Justification of Limitation) 

 



“Practically all human knowledge can be found in books and libraries. Unlike other animals that 

must start a new with each generation, man builds upon the accumulated and recorded knowledge 

of the past. His constant adding to the vast store of knowledge makes possible progress in all areas 

of Human Endeavour.”            –John W. Best, 

                Research in Education, Prentice-Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J.,1959, p.31. 

 



(Survey and Review of Related Literature of  

 Independent Variable) 



(Survey and Review of Related Literature of   

 Dependent Variable)

 



“Research design is a mapping strategy. It is essentially a statement of the object of the inquiry 

and the strategies for collecting the evidences, analysing the evidences andreporting the findings.” 

                    - Yogesh Kumar Singh,  

“Fundamental of Research Methodology and Statistics”   New Age International Publ.2006, p. 3.  

 



 (Method of the Study) 



 (Description and Control of Intervening Variables) 



 (Population & Sample) 



 (Justification of Sample) 



 (Tools of Research) 



 (Justification of  Inventory) 



 (Data Collection) 



 (Scoring) 



(Statistical Methods)  

 



 “Scientific interpretation seeks for relationship between the data of a study and between the study 

finding and other scientific knowledge.”                                      -W. Cook, 

              Research Methods in Social Relations, Dridane press, New York, 1951, Chapt. 2nd p. 47.  

 



(Tabulation of Data) 



(Analysis of Data) 



(Testing of Hypotheses) 

 





 (Conclusions on the base of Analysis) 



(Description of Conclusions) 



(Limitations of Findings of Study) 



(Educational Aspect) 



(Suggestions on the base of Findings) 



(Suggestions for Further Research Studies) 

 

 “The product or findings of a given piece of research should be an authentic, verifiable 

contribution to knowledge in the field studied.”       -P.M.Cook      

 Quoted by Yogesh Kumar Singh, “Fundamental of Research Methodology 

and Statistics” New Age International Publ.2006, p. 3. 



Post-action= Conclusion + Bibliography +Appendix 



Structure of Thesis 

 Language 

Tense 





Length 

 A 4 size paper (8.27'' x 11-69'') 70-100 gsm 







 



 mm (1.5'') mm (0.75'') 

 Times New Roman 

 Unicode





CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS  

 Theses should be divided as appropriate into chapters, sections and subsections.  

 The system of headings must be consistent and should provide a clear indication of 

changes in content, emphasis and other features that occur at each stage of the 

work.  

HEADINGS  

 It is recommended that all headings be emboldened.  

 All headings should be on separate lines from the text.  

 Each chapter must begin on a new page and the heading should be preceded by the 

word Chapter and the appropriate number.  

CHAPTER, SECTION AND SUBSECTION NUMBERING  

 Arabic numerals should be used in the format 1, 2 etc (for chapters), 1.1 etc for 

sections and 1.1.1 etc for subsections.  

 There should be no further subdivision.  

HEADERS AND FOOTERS  

 If headers are used then the recommended style is: Chapter 1: Introduction, in 10-

point  italics with no emboldening.  

 The full chapter title should be used wherever possible and the header left-aligned. 

 There should be no header on the first page of each chapter.  

 

 



TABLES AND FIGURES  

 Tables, figures etc. shall be numbered either continuously throughout the thesis –  

 Table 1, Figure 1 etc., or within individual chapters Chapter – Table 1.1 .  

USE OF COLOUR  

 Colour may be used in diagrams and figures.  

 The use of colour must be the same in all presentation copies of the thesis.  

GUARDS  

 Guards for plates, diagrams and other inserted material should be provided where  

 necessary.  

APPENDICES 

 Appendices, labelled A, B etc., should be treated as additional chapters and should  

 normally follow the main text.  

 The style of appendices must be consistent with the style of the main text.  

 Long appendices may be divided into sections,  labelled as Appendix A.1 etc. 



REFERENCES 

 Lists of references, arranged in the order in which the references are 

identified in the thesis may appear either at the end of the thesis or at the 

end of each chapter. 

COVER  

 The binding of the thesis shall be of a fixed kind in which leaves are 

permanently secured. The boards shall have sufficient rigidity to support 

the weight of the work when standing upon a shelf.  

SPINE TITLE  

 The spine of the work shall be lettered in at least 24 pt (8 mm) type to 

show:-  

 (i) The title of the degree (PhD) on the head of the spine.  

 (ii) The candidate's name (initials followed by surname) reading from the 

bottom to the top of the spine.  

 (iii) The year of submission at the foot of the spine.  

 



Footnotes

 APA Format Examples American Psychological Association  

Books 

Format: Author's last name, first initial. (Publication date). Book title. Additional 

information. City of publication: Publishing company. 

Examples: 

 Allen, T. (1974). Vanishing wildlife of North America. Washington, D.C.: National 

Geographic Society. 

 Boorstin, D. (1992). The creators: A history of the heroes of the imagination . New York: 

Random House. 

Encyclopedia & Dictionary 

Format: Author's last name, first initial. (Date). Title of Article. Title of Encyclopedia (Volume, 

pages). City of publication: Publishing company. 

Examples: 

 Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopedia britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-

508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 

 Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary (10th ed.). (1993). Springfield, MA: Merriam-

Webster. 

 

 



Magazine & Newspaper Articles 

Format: Author's last name, first initial. (Publication date). Article title. Periodical title, volume 

number(issue number if available), inclusive pages.  

Examples: 

 Kalette, D. (1986, July 21). California town counts town to big quake. USA Today, 9, p. A1. 

 Kanfer, S. (1986, July 21). Heard any good books lately? Time, 113, 71-72. 

 Trillin, C. (1993, February 15). Culture shopping. New Yorker, pp. 48-51. 

 

 

Website or Webpage 

Format: Online document:Author's name. (Date of publication). Title of work. Retrieved month 

day, year, from full URL  

Examples: 

 Devitt, T. (2001, August 2). Lightning injures four at music festival. The Why? Files. 

Retrieved January 23, 2002, from http://whyfiles.org/137lightning/index.html 

 Dove, R. (1998). Lady freedom among us. The Electronic Text Center. Retrieved June 19, 

1998, from Alderman Library, University of Virginia website: 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/afam.html  

 

 



MLA Format Examples 

Books 

Format: Author's last name, first name. Book title. Additional information. City of publication: 

Publishing company, publication date. 

Examples: 

 Allen, Thomas B. Vanishing Wildlife of North America. Washington, D.C.: National 

Geographic Society, 1974. 

 Boorstin, Daniel J. The Creators: A History of the Heroes of the Imagination. New York: 

Random, 1992. 

 Hall, Donald, ed. The Oxford Book of American Literacy Anecdotes. New York: Oxford 

UP, 1981. 

Encyclopedia & Dictionary 

Format: Author's last name, first name. "Title of Article." Title of Encyclopedia. Date.  

Examples: 

 "Azimuthal Equidistant Projection." Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. 

1993. 

 Pettingill, Olin Sewall, Jr. "Falcon and Falconry." World Book Encyclopedia. 1980. 

 

 



Magazine & Newspaper Articles 

Format: Author's last name, first name. "Article title." Periodical title Volume # Date: inclusive 

pages.  

 

Examples: 

 Hall, Trish. "IQ Scores Are Up, and Psychologists Wonder Why." New York Times 24 Feb. 

1998, late ed.: F1. 

 Kalette, Denise. "California Town Counts Down to Big Quake." USA Today 9 21 July 1986: 

sec. A: 1. 

 

Website or Webpage 

Format: Author's last name, first name (if available). "Title of work within a project or 

database." Title of site, project, or database. Editor (if available). Electronic publication 

information (Date of publication or of the latest update, and name of any sponsoring 

institution or organization). Date of access and <full URL>.  

 

Examples: 

 Devitt, Terry. "Lightning injures four at music festival." The Why? Files. 2 Aug. 2001. 23 Jan. 

2002 <http://whyfiles.org /137lightning/index.html>. 

 Dove, Rita. "Lady Freedom among Us." The Electronic Text Center. Ed. David Seaman. 

1998. Alderman Lib., U of Virginia. 19 June 1998 <http://etext.lib.virginia.edu 

/subjects/afam.html>. 

 



Data Types 
Primary Sources 
 Primary sources are original materials on which 

other research is based. 

 They are usually the first formal appearance of 

results in the print or electronic literature  

 They present information in its original form, 

neither interpreted nor condensed nor evaluated 

by other writers. 

 Primary sources present original thinking; report 

on discoveries, or share new information. 



Some examples of primary sources: 
 Scientific journal articles reporting experimental research results 

 Proceedings of Meetings, Conferences and Symposia. 

 Government documents and Technical reports  

 Dissertations or theses (may also be secondary) 

 Patents  

 Sets of data, such as census statistics 

 Works of literature (such as poems and fiction) 

 Diaries  

 Autobiographies  

 Interviews, surveys and fieldwork 

 Letters and correspondence 

 Speeches  

 Newspaper articles (may also be secondary) 

 Photographs and works of art 

 Original documents (such as birth certificate or trial transcripts) 

 Internet communications on email and newsgroups 

 



Secondary Sources 

 Describe, interpret, analyze and evaluate the primary sources.  

 Comment on and discuss the evidence provided by primary 

sources.  

 Works which are one or more steps removed from the event or 

information they refer to, being written after the fact with the 

benefit of hindsight. 

 



Some Examples of Secondary sources: 

 Bibliographies (may also be tertiary) 

 Biographical works 

 Commentaries  

 Dictionaries and encyclopedias (may also be tertiary) 

 Dissertations or theses (more usually primary) 

 Handbooks and data compilations (may also be tertiary)  

 Indexing and abstracting tools used to locate primary & secondary sources (may 

also be tertiary) 

 Journal articles, particularly in disciplines other than science (may also be primary) 

 Monographs (other than fiction and autobiography) 

 Newspaper and popular magazine articles (may also be primary) 

 Review articles and literature reviews 

 Textbooks (may also be tertiary) 

 Treatises  

 Works of criticism and interpretation 

 

 

 



Tertiary Sources 

 Works which index, organize and compile citations to, and show you how to use, secondary (and 

sometimes primary) sources. 

 Materials in which the information from secondary sources has been "digested" - reformatted 

and condensed, to put it into a convenient, easy-to-read form. 

 Sources which are once removed in time from secondary sources 

Some Examples of Tertiary Sources:  

 Almanacs and fact books 

 Bibliographies (may also be secondary) 

 Dictionaries and encyclopedias (may also be secondary) 

 Directories 

 Guidebooks, manuals etc 

 Handbooks (may also be secondary) 

 Indexing and abstracting tools 

 Textbooks (may also be secondary) 

 Addresses/Location of Some Information Sources 

 



e-sources of information 
 Digital Library of India (http://www.dli.ernet.in/)  

 Indira Gandhi National Open University eGyanKosh 

(http://www.egyankosh.ac.in/)  

 N-LIST in colleges in India (http://nlist.inflibnet.ac.in/)  

 UGC-Infonet Digital Library Consortium for universities in 

India 

 ( http://www.inflibnet.ac.in/econ/eresource.php/); etc .  

 Developing Libraries Network (DELNET) 

(http://delnet.nic.in/)  

 Shodhganga: A Depository of Indian theses & dissertations 

(http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/); etc.  

 ERIC (Education Resources Information Center 

(www.eric.ed.gov) 

http://www.dli.ernet.in/
http://wiki.egyankosh.ac.in/egyankoshwiki
http://www.egyankosh.ac.in/
http://nlist.inflibnet.ac.in/
http://www.inflibnet.ac.in/econ/eresource.php
http://delnet.nic.in/
http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/


Citing of reference works as per standard method 
You are allowed to quote, But……. 

 The quotations should be short (usually 5 lines or less) and few.  

 Quotations must have quotation marks (" ") around them or be put in an 

indented block (for longer quotations) to make it clear that they are 

quotations. 

 All quotations must have a note (footnote, endnote, or short note) attached to 

them so that it’s very clear what source you are quoting.  

 Every item quoted must also be in your bibliography. 

 Quote only when something an author has said really explains well what you 

are trying to say.  

 Quotations should be short, and there should be few of them. 

  You cannot just quote long paragraphs without using quotation marks and 

then adding a citation, footnote or endnote indicating what source you used.  

 To avoid plagiarism, do not try to rewrite an author’s sentences in your own 

words.   

 



 



Reference Books 
 Anderson, Durston, Poole; Thesis and Assignment Writing, Wiley Eastern Ltd. New 

Delhi, 1992. 

 Cochran, W. G.; Sampling Techniques, Indian Edit., Bombay Asian publishing 

House, 1963. 

 Good Carter, Bar and Douglas Scates; Method of Research Appleton, Century 

Crofts, New York, 1972. 

 Karlinghar; Foundation of Behavioral Research, Halt Reinhardt and Weston, New 

York, 1964.    

 Ramal, J. F.; Introduction to Research Procedures in Education, Harper Brothers, 

New York, 1968. 

 Singh, Y.K.; Fundamental of Research Methodology and Statistics, New Age 

International Publishers, New Delhi, 2006.  

 William, I.B.; The Art of Scientific Investigation, W.W. Norton & Co. New York, 

1964. 

 Wilson, E.B.; Introduction to Scientific Research, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 

York, 1972. 
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